
Gilded Age vs. Progressive Era
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Gilded Age vs. Progressive Era
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The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Goals

protect social welfare

promote moral improvement

create economic reform

gov’t reform



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

The Progressive Presidents

Theodore Roosevelt 1901-1909

William H. Taft 1909-1913

Woodrow Wilson 1913-1920



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Progressive Era Amendments

Graduated income tax – 16th

Direct election of Senators – 17th

temperance movement – 18th

women’s movement – 19th



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Muckrakers

journalists and writers

Attacks On

big business

labor

the economy



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Major Muckrakers

Jacob Riis

Upton Sinclair

Ida Tarbell

Ray Stannard Baker



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Major Muckrakers

John Spago

Muckraking magazines

McClure’s, Cosmopolitan, 
Colliers



Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal

The three C’s

Northern Securities Case 1902

Anthracite Coal Strike 1902

Elkins Act

Hepburn Act



Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal

Pure Food and Drug Act

Meat Inspection Act

Newlands Reclamation Act







Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal



William H. Taft 1909-1913 

Mann-Elkins Act

Payne-Aldrich Tariff

90+ antitrust lawsuits

8 hour workday – fed gov’t

16th and 17th amendments



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

The Triangle Fire 1911

A defining moment of the 

Progressive Era















































The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Election of 1912

Taft – Repub incumbent

TR – Bull Moose/Progressive

Wilson – Demo

Eugene Debs – Socialist

LaFollette – Progressive Repub.





The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Wilson wins with splits in Rep 
Party

New Freedom – domestic 
agenda – strong leadership like 
TR

1st state of union address in 
person since John Adams



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

A. Threatens to expose business 
practices of members of Cong

B. Pujo Commission – inv. banks

C. Underwood Simmons Tariff 
1913 – 2nd large rate reduction

Offset by 16th amendment



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

D. Federal Reserve Act 1913

Reforms U.S. banking sys.

12 banks to regulate amount of $ 
in circulation

Small bank access to nat’l system

Greatly helped with WWI





The Progressive Era 1900-1917

E. Clayton Anti-Trust Act 1914

*Provisions….

1. specifically defined “unfair”

2. outlawed interlocking 
directorates

3. held officers of corporations 
personally responsible for any 
violations



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

F. Appt of Louis Brandeis to 
Supreme Court

G. Workman’s Compensation 
Act 1916

H. Adamson Act 1916

I. Keating Owen Act 1916



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Progressive Governors

Robert LaFollette – Gov. of 

Wisconsin

used teams of experts

used resources at U. of Wis.

created laws w/o loopholes

political machine w/o the corruption



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

Charles Evans Hughes

Gov. of New York

exposed corruption in public 

gas and coal utilities



The Progressive Era 1900-1917

William S. U’ren – Gov. of Oregon

Oregon system

recall, referendum, initiative, secret 
ballot – all implemented at the state 
level



FRE Practice – Write an Intro 

How did political, economic, and 

social reforms during the 

Progressive Era attempt to right the 

wrongs created during the Gilded 

Age?

To what extent were these reforms 

successful?



DBQ

Evaluate the effectiveness of 

Progressive Era reformers and the 

federal government in bringing 

about reform at the national level.

Be sure to analyze the successes 

and limitations of these efforts in 

the period of 1900-1920.


